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Dr. Snell earned his bachelor’s degree at 

Kutztown University and his master’s and doc-
toral degrees from Temple University. He 
gained administrative experience in the Hemp-
field and West York Area School Districts be-
fore ultimately being named Superintendent at 
Central York School District. 

Dr. Snell presides over a growing school 
district of more than 5,800 students, and a 
steadfast dedication to providing educational 
opportunities through which students strive to 
achieve their full potential. Dr. Snell is a rec-
ognized leader in our community, serving on 
the boards of the York County Economic Alli-
ance, the Byrnes Health Education Center and 
myriad other organizations. His numerous 
honors and awards are a testament to his 
commitment to students, his personal integrity 
and his tireless work ethic. 

Dr. Snell’s colleagues describe a forward- 
thinking leader who looks ‘‘outside the box’’ for 
solutions rather than settling for obvious ones. 
His peers also describe a true professional 
who dedicates his time to mentoring new su-
perintendents and preparing the next genera-
tion of educational leaders. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I congratulate Dr. Michael 
Snell on being named the ‘‘Superintendent of 
the Year’’ by the Pennsylvania Association of 
School Administrators. I wish him continued 
great success and service in the years to 
come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RACHEL 
ISKOW, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
MUTUAL HOUSING CALIFORNIA 
AND MUTUAL HOUSING MANAGE-
MENT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Ms. Rachel Iskow on the occasion 
of her retirement from the position of Execu-
tive Director of Mutual Housing California and 
Mutual Housing Management. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Rachel and her 
dedication to sustainable housing. 

Since its incorporation in 1988, Mutual 
Housing California has worked to create a lo-
cally-led nonprofit that spurs the revitalization 
of low-income communities by strengthening 
existing neighborhood leaders and houses. As 
Mutual Housing’s Executive Director, Rachel 
has utilized her experience in nonprofit leader-
ship, housing development, and community 
outreach. Under her guidance, Mutual Housing 
has seen the expansion of environmentally- 
friendly developments, inclusive housing for all 
residents, and overall compassionate housing. 
Rachel supports permanent solutions to the 
pressing housing needs of our region’s diverse 
families. Ultimately, Rachel’s work has led to 
positive outcomes for the health and stability 
of families and for Sacramento as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand and honor 
Ms. Rachel Iskow today and to wish her the 
best of luck in her retirement from Mutual 
Housing. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute to Rachel for her unwavering 
dedication to sustainable housing. 

CONGRATULATING CHIEF STEVEN 
T. EDWARDS ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my 
congratulations to former Prince George’s 
County Fire Department Chief Steven T. 
Edwards as he prepares to retire as Director 
of the Maryland Fire Rescue Institute (MFRI) 
after twenty-four years. I’ve had the pleasure 
of working with him throughout those years, 
including in my capacity as Co-Chair of the 
Congressional Fire Services Caucus. 

Steve is a fifty-year veteran of the fire serv-
ices. He began his career with the Prince 
George’s County Fire Department as a high 
school cadet. Over the years, Steve rose 
through the ranks and became Chief in 1989. 
After a four-year tenure marked by accolades 
for his leadership and citations for the Depart-
ment—including the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs Award for Excellence—he 
stepped down to take on a new challenge 
leading MFRI. A world-renowned training insti-
tution for firefighters and emergency services 
personnel, MFRI prepares more than 38,000 
students each year to enter the fire services. 
Under Steve’s leadership, MFRI set high 
standards that help ensure that trainees are 
ready to face any emergency when they go 
out to serve in fire departments across the 
country. MFRI has been working closely with 
the Congressional Fire Services Caucus for 
more than a quarter-century, conducting train-
ing programs for Congressional staff. Steve 
has been instrumental in preparing these pro-
grams and making them so informative. 

Steve has also contributed his time and tal-
ents to advancing the safety and health of fire 
service personnel at the national level. In 
1997, he was named President of the North 
America Fire Training Directors, a forum for 
exchanging information and best practices 
among state fire training and education pro-
grams. In addition, Steve has served in lead-
ership positions with National Fire Protection, 
the National Board on Fire Service Profes-
sional Certification, and the Congressional Fire 
Services Institute’s National Advisory Com-
mittee. For the latter, he served as Chair from 
2004 to 2006, and we worked closely together 
to ensure that Congress was providing fire de-
partments with all the tools necessary to carry 
out their work safely and effectively. 

I’m proud that Prince George’s County has 
produced such a fine national leader for the 
fire services in our country. Throughout the 
years I’ve known Steve, I’ve seen him give all 
his passion and talents to the work of sup-
porting firefighters and emergency services 
personnel and their families. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Chief 
Steve Edwards on his retirement, and thank-
ing him for his work on behalf of the fire serv-
ices in Maryland and across this nation. 

TRIBUTE TO CROSSROADS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Crossroads Christian Church, lo-
cated in my hometown of Corona, California, 
as it celebrates a major milestone in the 
church’s history. On this date in 1892, a small 
group of about ten people joined together to 
worship in a small building in Corona, estab-
lishing the Crossroads Church. Now, 125 
years later, Crossroads Christian Church con-
tinues to be a house of worship in Corona, 
though the church has grown a little larger 
than that original group of ten in 1892. 

In fact, Crossroads has seen tremendous 
growth since its founding. Within its first year, 
the church was already in need of a larger 
space and looking for a new building. The 
growth experienced in those early days of 
Crossroads would become a trend over the 
next 125 years. Crossroads experienced 
moves and the building of larger churches in 
the 1960s under the leadership of Pastor Ted 
Smith, in the early 1980s under the leadership 
of Pastor Tim Coop, and most recently in 
1993 under the leadership of Pastor Barry 
McMurtrie. 

Today, the Crossroads Christian Church 
and the Crossroads Christian School are lo-
cated at a beautiful site, where Kellogg Ave-
nue meets Ontario Avenue in Corona. To-
gether, the church and the school are integral 
parts of the Corona community and touch the 
lives of families far beyond those who attend 
them. Crossroads continues to take an active 
role reaching out to young people throughout 
the region and encouraging them to touch the 
lives of others with simple acts of care and 
kindness. 

Mr. Speaker, over the past 125 years 
Crossroads Christian Church has made an in-
valuable impact in the lives of a countless 
number of members of our community. I join 
with everyone at the church in celebrating this 
remarkable anniversary and I look forward to 
the next 125 years. May God continue to 
bless Crossroads Christian Church and all of 
the people who worship there, and may God 
bless America. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GLEA MICKELSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Glea 
Mickelson of Atlantic, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of her 100th birthday which was 
on August 11, 2017. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Glea’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Glea has lived through 
eighteen United States presidents and twenty- 
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two governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Glea in the United States Congress and I’m 
proud to recognize her today on this momen-
tous occasion. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating her and in wishing noth-
ing but continued happiness. 
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HONORING SOPHIA ANN MYERS 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and remember Sophia Myers, who 
joined our Heavenly Father on October 20, 
2017 after an eight-month battle with a type of 
brain cancer known as Diffuse Intrinsic 
Pontine Glioma (DIPG). 

To all who knew her, Sophia was as strong 
as she was kind. Fondly referred to as ‘‘Bug’’, 
she is remembered as a confident and witty 
little girl with an infectious smile and laugh. 
Sophia was a seven-year-old student at Oak 
Park Elementary in Ocean Springs, Mississippi 
and was admired and loved by those who 
knew her for her vibrant love of life. She en-
joyed the outdoors and was an accomplished 
fisherman, having won two awards at Sea and 
Sail Camp last year. Sophia was a fast runner 
and enjoyed running 1-mile races with her 
dad. She excelled at a variety of sports and 
participated in swimming, soccer, and was a 
member of the Girl Scouts. Her mother de-
scribes her as a talented dancer with her first 
lessons beginning when she was only two- 
years-old. She was a dancer on the competi-
tive dance team Itty Bitty DKG and a student 
dancer at Donna’s Visual and Performing Arts 
Center. Sophia was also known to be a beau-
tiful singer and regularly made up love songs 
for her mom and dad. 

Sophia was a child of the Lord and believed 
in His love and goodness even when faced 
with cancer. Although she was only seven- 
years-old when God called her home, 
Sophia’s life and story have impacted not only 
the Gulf Coast community, but international 
communities as well. Stories of hope, prayer, 
and loss have been expressed to Sophia and 
her family from communities in South Africa, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, Fin-
land, France, Canada, Brazil, and Sweden to 
name a few. Many people go through life 
wishing to make an impression on the world, 
and Sophia did just that during her short time 
on this Earth. Her goodness and love inspired 
many and will continue to do so long after her 
departure from this world. We offer thanks to 
the many doctors, nurses and medical staff 
who worked tirelessly to fight for Sophia and, 
when time came, made her comfortable during 
her final moments with her friends and family. 

I offer my sincerest condolences to Sophia’s 
parents Angel and Josh Myers, as well as her 
many friends and family who remember her as 
a joy for all who were lucky enough to meet 
her. From my family to yours, we bear this 
grief with you and offer many prayers as well 
as thanks for gifting the world with as beautiful 
a person as Sophia ‘‘Bug’’ Myers. 

RECOGNIZING AMRO FABRICATING 
CORP. ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the pivotal role that small busi-
nesses in California’s 38th district are playing 
in transporting humanity to new frontiers in our 
solar system. As a proud member of the 
NASA Caucus, I know that the extraordinary 
feats that the United States has made in 
space exploration and human spaceflight 
would not be possible without the ingenuity of 
small businesses and manufacturers across 
our country. 

I want to recognize one such manufacturer, 
AMRO Fabricating Corp., which is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary next week. In 1977, 
AMRO was established in South El Monte, 
California by Michael K. and Thora A. Riley. 
The company first entered the aerospace in-
dustry in 1979, and in 1986, McDonnell Doug-
las selected AMRO to manufacture Isogrid 
panels for the Titan IV rocket. Over the past 
30 years, AMRO has honed its forming proc-
ess for Isogrid and Orthogrid designs, which 
allow metal structures to be both lightweight 
and durable, and are critical for enabling 
spacecraft and aircraft to fly efficiently and 
safely. 

I am proud of the integral work AMRO is 
contributing to the development of NASA’s 
Space Launch System (SLS) and the Orion 
spacecraft, which will carry U.S. astronauts 
farther than ever before and eventually to 
Mars. Just this August, AMRO delivered win-
dow panels for the Orion spacecraft that astro-
nauts will use on its first manned mission, Ex-
ploration Mission–2, in the early 2020s. AMRO 
is also working on elements for the SLS’s core 
stage, which will carry the Orion spacecraft 
beyond Earth’s orbit. 

From 1977 to 2017, AMRO’s innovation in 
spaceflight and aerospace have allowed it to 
grow from just 6 employees to more than 250, 
as well as to develop training programs for 
high school and university students. The U.S. 
space program has an exciting future ahead of 
it, in no small part due to the dynamism of 
America’s small businesses. Please join me in 
congratulating AMRO on its 40th anniversary. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND LIFE 
OF FILEMON ‘‘MEMOY’’ CABASAL 
DANTES ALINEA 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Filemon ‘‘Memoy’’ Cabasal 
Dantes Alinea, Sr., and the accomplishments 
of this distinguished gentleman. Filemon was 
living in the Philippines and attending Mapua 
Engineering College when WWII broke out. 
Upon the news of the war, Filemon imme-
diately gathered his sisters from their college 
dorms and brought them back to Cabangan, 
Zambales to be reunited with their parents. He 
then enlisted and joined the military, where he 
held a position in the Filipino Army. 

During his service in WWII, Filemon was 
captured by the Japanese, tortured as a pris-
oner of war, and forced to dig his own grave. 
Luckily he was rescued. After the war, he re-
united with his family and waited for his col-
lege to reopen, at which point he returned to 
Mapua Engineering College to finish his un-
dergraduate studies. Upon completion of his 
degree in mechanical engineering, Filemon 
graduated as one of the top students in his 
class and scored among the highest on his 
engineering board exams. This marked the 
beginning of a long and distinguished engi-
neering career. 

Filemon’s engineering career started when 
he was a junior engineer assigned to the 
Caliraya Dam and Hydroelectric Power Plant 
in Caliraya, Laguna. He then became the 
Chief Engineer for Marcelo Fertilizer Plant and 
then Chief Engineer of Union Carbide in Iligan 
City. After this point, brilliant as he was in his 
career, Filemon was recruited by PHINMA, a 
huge conglomerate in the Philippines, where 
he became their Chief Engineer and Project 
Manager. In this position, his leadership and 
building expertise led him to oversee a mul-
titude of expansion and infrastructure projects, 
including the building and construction of a ce-
ment plant and steel plant in Davao, a steel 
plant in Cebu, and a pulp and paper plant in 
Bulacan. 

At this point in Filemon’s career, he was 
brought on to the team at the PHINMA Cor-
porate Headquarters in Makati. During this 
time, Filemon decided that the corporate envi-
ronment of wearing suits and attending board 
meetings was not for him, and decided to go 
work for Roblett, an international engineering 
company. It was at Roblett where he com-
pleted the final project of his career, the Mosul 
Dam in Iraq. 

Upon his retirement, Filemon, petitioned by 
his two daughters who had come for graduate 
school, immigrated to the United States. Dur-
ing retirement, he enjoyed traveling, touring, 
fishing and spending time with his family, 
which included his 6 children and 9 grand-
children. In 1992, Filemon passed away from 
cancer, may he rest in peace. 

He is survived today by his dear wife 
Beatriz, his 5 remaining children, and his 8 re-
maining grandchildren. He is beloved and re-
membered by his family, relatives, and those 
whose lives he touched for his service during 
WWII and many throughout the world from his 
engineering career. He had helped a lot of his 
relatives, friends, and ‘‘kababayan’’ to find 
work wherever he had a project to build. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring a man who made im-
mense sacrifices for his country and his family 
through service during WWII, as well as con-
tributions made during his distinguished career 
as an engineer. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we recognize a man who endured 
hardships for the betterment of others, served 
his country with distinction, and went on to 
leave a legacy through his family and his life’s 
work as he is honored for his service. I join 
the family of Filemon ‘‘Memoy’’ Cabasal 
Dantes Alinea, Sr. and wish them the best as 
we honor his service with the Congressional 
Gold Medal along with the other Filipino vet-
erans of World War II. 
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